Oedipism in a patient with frontal lobe encephalomalacia.
There is a growing recognition of the role of the frontal lobes in the aetiology of severe behavioural aberrations. The authors describe a case of Oedipism in a patient who had MRI evidence of frontal lobe encephalomalacia. After discussing the function of the frontal lobes in modulating behaviour the authors suggest that the structural lesion seen on the MRI was in part responsible for the patient's self-destructive act. Treatment issues and the importance of recognizing underlying structural lesions in instances of extreme self-mutilation are discussed.